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each of them has found a way to recognize
service as a necessary element to success in
a legal career. I hope each of you will do the
same. 
    For many young lawyers, service is the
hardest element to fit into already hectic lives.
It can be easy to think that you will figure it
out later. But in waiting to fit in service, you
will miss one of the great opportunities our
State Bar has to offer—getting involved with
TYLA and your local young lawyer affiliate.
You would miss the chance to form great
friendships and professional contacts. Most
importantly, you may miss the opportunity to
develop a reputation as one dedicated to
serving those around you.
    June is the month of the “baton handoff”
at the State Bar. As I begin my year as TYLA
president, I look with great admiration to the
work completed this past year. I Was the
First. You Can Be a Lawyer Too! introduces
young people to accomplished and influential
attorneys who were the first in their families
to attend law school. Not a Victim provides
information to survivors of sexual assault
and the accused. The Professional Etiquette
Guide and the Paralegal Guide provide pro-
fessional interaction tips to young lawyers.
During the coming bar year, the TYLA board
will continue this tradition of excellence in
service to our profession and Texans. I invite
all of you to join us.
    Thank you to everyone who has given me
the opportunity to serve as TYLA president
during the 2017-2018 bar year. I can imagine
no greater pleasure than fulfilling my obligation
to service, and I look forward to working
alongside you during the upcoming year.

BAILI B. RHODES
2017-2018 president,

Texas Young Lawyers Association

or some of you, this will be the first
issue of the Texas Bar Journal you
receive as a newly licensed lawyer. It has

been nine (gasp) years since I graduated
from law school. In that time, life seems to
have gotten busier. My husband and I went
from being full-time students to full-time
employees. We got our second dog. We
had one baby—then two. We moved, then
moved again. I learned to practice law; be
comfortable in a courtroom; and to advise,
manage, and obtain clients. We joined a
church. I joined Junior League. I ran 12
marathons. I was elected to the TYLA
Board of Directors and then as secretary,
vice president, and president-elect. It is a
busy, busy season, and my experience is far
from unique. 
    In a 1999 message to law students at
the University of Oregon, former Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor discussed
professionalism and the role of service in
the practice of law. She noted:

[P]ublic service marks the difference
between a business and a profession.
While a business can afford to focus
solely on profits, a profession cannot. It
must devote itself first to the community
it is responsible to serve. I can imagine
no greater duty than fulfilling this obli-
gation. And I can imagine no greater
pleasure.

    Whether you have been practicing four
months or 40 years, take those words to
heart. Look beyond the busyness of the
legal profession to the great duty of service
that goes with it. I have recently had the
opportunity to spend time with members of
the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors
and the Texas Bar Foundation Board of
Trustees. It is incredible to interact with so
many seasoned lawyers dedicated to pro-
fessional service. There is no doubt that
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TYLA in Action It’s a
Pleasure
to Serve

The Client Resource Guide is
designed to help young lawyers
navigate issues related to client

development and client management.
The guide discusses strategies for

growing a legal practice, identifying
and managing ethical issues that

arise throughout the attorney-client
relationship, and maintaining health
and perspective in order to better

serve clients. It also identifies
important State Bar resources that

are available to young lawyers about
managing client relationships.

The Guardianship Guide is designed
to address what happens after a

guardianship of a person and/or an
estate is established by a court. This
guide discusses the ongoing duties
and responsibilities of a guardian of
a person and/or estate. The goal of
the guide is to help individuals that
have been appointed guardian of a
person and/or estate to understand
their roles and duties as guardian.
This guide was developed entirely

by young lawyers.


